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the Chancellorship after Herr von Papen's resignation on the 17th
November, foreign observers in Germany found a wide-spread belief
among their German acquaintances that von Schleicher was the man
of the hour, and that his tenure of office was likely to be long and
tranquil in a country which was tired of political alarums and
excursions and which desired above all things to concentrate its
attention and energy upon the battle with the economic crisis. The
most frequent verdict upon the Nazis was that they were 'down and
out'; and whatever reading might be taken of their political horo-
scope, it was manifest to the eye that they were in financial straits.
As the writer of this Survey went about the streets of Berlin on the
day on which General von Schleicher took office, his eye fell, at every
street corner, upon dejected-looking young men in brown shirts
rattling money boxes timidly, and without response, in the faces of
unheeding passers-by. This was a strange prelude to the denouement
which followed, less than two months later, when Chancellor von
Schleicher fell on the 28th January, 1933, and Chancellor Hitler
took office on the 30th with Herr von Papen as Vice-Chancellor and
EeichsTcommissar for Prussia.
The secret history of German internal politics during the twenty-
seven days of January 1933 which ended with the formation of this
Hitler-Papen Government on the 30th and began with a conference
between these two incongruous allies on the 4th, was a subject which
seemed likely to remain obscure until the opening of the archives
and the publishing of the memoirs at some future date thirty or forty
years off; and the more or less convincing speculations to which an
inquirer found himself inevitably confined at the time of writing
would be out of place in this Survey. It is more profitable to pass on
to the consequences, which were not only notorious but were also
factors, of direct and profound effect, in the course of international
affairs.
The most striking and momentous consequence was that, within
six months of the Hitler-Papen Government's taking office, the
National-Socialist Party had made itself master of Germany de facto,
though at the outset the Nazi-Nationalist Coalition did not command
a majority in the Reichstag, while in the Reich Cabinet, as originally
constituted, the Nazis themselves were heavily outnumbered by the
Nationalists (in the ratio of eight Nationalist Ministers as against
three Nazi Ministers, including the Chancellor).
When the Coalition took office, the two parties, between them,
could muster only 247 followers of their own in a Reichstag of 584
members; and, even allowing for the support of some of 'the splinter